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Awam Temple
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Awam Temple

) This ancient temple can be found 10 km to the
south of Maareb city, the capital of Sheba and
the city that controlled the old trade route. The
Temple of Awam was a sacred place in which
rituals were practiced till the second half of the
4th century A.D. Initial information indicate
that the establishment of the temple dates back
to the time of Al Makrab Al Saba’e (Il Zerh bin
Sema Ali) who raised its wall. It is believed that
the temple was first built ten centuries before
Christ, but other researchers do not rule out
the possibility that the temple could have been
built even before this date. The temple consists
of a wall built with calcite stones which are
about 752 meters long and 3 to 5 meters thick.
In the middle, there is a courtyard (52 m x 24
m) in which eight columns are positioned.
The entrance of the temple is located in the
northeastern side of the wall.

) Historical and archacological sources indicate
that the Awam Temple was the main temple for
the god ‘Al Meqa, the god of the state who was
also known as the god of the moon. The temple
hasan eminent statusamong the other temples of
Al Meqa god in ancient Yemen. The temple was
famous for its plethora of architectural designs,
as well as the pre-eminent religious status that
it enjoyed during its time. In fact, it was one of
the first centres of pilgrimage for people from all
over Arabia in that long gone era.



